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Is It Time To Repair Or Replace Your Deck? 
The popularity of outdoor living spaces has been growing for years. Today’s decks are now being built far grander in size than they 
were in the past. Additions like a grill, a spa, a fireplace or a kitchen enable you to be as comfortable outside as you might be 
inside. But did you know that half of the 40 million residential decks in the United States are more than 25 years old? The 
Consumer Product Safety Commission says an average of 33,000 people per year are injured because of the structural failure or 
collapse of a deck, porch, railing or staircase. 

When is the last time you inspected your deck? Deck condition is determined by looking at far more than the condition of the 
deck surface boards. Many decks were built before code requirements were in place to protect consumers or were constructed by 
DIYers who might not be familiar with the building codes. Some of these decks may be attached to the house using only nails. 

When inspecting your deck, look first to see if your deck band (the board against the house that the joists die into) is thoroughly 
bolted to the house. Bolts should be every 19” – 36”, depending on the joist span. Next, look for how the joists are attached to 
the ledger. Do they sit on a 2x4 and toe-nailed in? The preferred connection is a metal joist hanger. Regardless of the type 
connection, look for corroded metal hardware and wood decay or rot. 

The deck railing is another place decks fail. Code requires railings to be 36” high and that a 4” diameter sphere not be able to 
pass through any part. Does your deck meet Code? 

Next, look for the railing attachment to the deck. Bolts and metal brackets are preferred over nails. Again, look for corrosion and rot. 

Finally, look at the beams and posts supporting the deck joists. Typically deck beams are made up of multiple boards nailed or 
bolted together. Are these laminations held tightly together? Are metal connectors attaching the joists to the beam? Again, metal 
brackets should connect the deck posts to the beams, and the posts to the concrete footings below. Look at the footings. Do they 
look as if they have shifted out 
of level due to erosion or 
settlement? Again, look for 
corrosion of metal fasteners and 
wood rot.   

If your deck is past its prime, 
you’re in luck! When building a 
new deck, you can choose 
between many different natural 
surfaces as well as a range of 
composite and artificial decking 
materials that may extend the 
life of your deck and reduce its 
maintenance costs. Wood, 
capped composite, metal, cable 
rail and tempered glass also offer 
you endless railing design 
options to complement your 
home’s exterior.
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For my combination barn and house that I am building in Suches, I chose 
1-3/4” thick interior doors. Every building part that you touch has the 
potential to influence your experience of a building. Fine older homes 
often had 2-1/4” thick front doors. This is a thick, secure door with some 
heft when it is opened or closed. These doors were originally made of 
2-1/4” thick boards and the thickness added more security over thinner 
materials. A thick door gives an impression of substance and protection. 
Interior doors would typically have been 1-3/4” thick.

As with many building materials (e.g. “2x4s”), modern building materials 
have been skinnied down over the years. Typical residential front doors 
now are 1-3/4” thick and interior doors are 1-3/8” thick. Screen doors are 
another animal; now typically 1-1/8” thick. Older ones may have been 
thicker.  

Despite being thinner, modern doors have been improved. Solid wood 
doors tend to warp. Think about a front door. In the summer it may be 90 
degrees and 80 percent relative humidity on the outside, while the inside 
surface is 70 degrees and 50 percent relative humidity. That’s a tremendous 

difference for a piece of wood to deal with. New steel and fiberglass doors are inherently more stable that an old solid wood 
door. And modern solid wood doors are typically composed of stiles (the vertical parts) and rails (the horizontal parts) made 
up of laminations of multiple pieces of wood and then skinned with a clear wood veneer. Yet other modern doors (largely 
interior doors) are molded or machined out of solid MDF (medium density fibreboard).

Door heights also started out taller and have been reduced over time. Old homes might have anywhere from an 8 foot- to a 
7-foot high front door, with interior doors 7 foot tall. Most residential doors are now 6 feet 8 inches tall. I am using 7-foot 
tall doors on the first floor of my barn and 6 foot 8 inches tall upstairs, which is common in building.

Door widths are another story. A fine old home might have a 3 foot 6 inch or even a 4 foot wide front door. Inside the house 
2 foot 8 inch wide doors continue to be the norm for entering a bedroom. Two foot six inch doors are common elsewhere, 
although old houses used 2/0 doors in tight areas such as bathrooms. Now we see fewer 2/0 doors. The “cat-killer” double-
acting door from the kitchen or butler’s pantry into the dining room would have typically been a 3/0 door. Interestingly, 
when we work in an old house today, there is typically a stack of doors in the basement or attic that were removed to make 
cased openings only. Even in traditional plan homes, the modern “open concept” has taken effect.

House Parts: Doors
By Brad Cruickshank, CR

Recent Client Reviews
"Cruickshank Remodeling absolutely hit the ball out of the park in terms of everything that they did for us and the quality, time and 
value. They were tremendous. I highly recommend them, and I would use them again." -Laura Gossage and Keith Dragt

"I highly recommend Cruickshank Remodeling for their high standards, professionalism in estimating the project, starting and completing 
the project as promised, ethical standards and fair pricing. All workers were polite, courteous and skilled." -Mead Grady

“Much appreciated is the great work given to keeping dust and dirt and allergens contained, using extensive barriers and exhaust fans and 
vacuums with HEPA filters.” -Dr. and Mrs. William Jarrett
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Cruickshank 
Care

Call us today at 404.235.0988 
for your free broom. It’s our 
most Important tool on your 

remodelIng projeCt!

Main Requests For Building 
Or Remodeling Bathrooms 

For Aging In Place

• Curbless Showers: 49%

• Grab Bars: 24%

• Comfort-Height Toilets: 15%

• Accessible Tubs: 8%

• Improved Lighting: 2%

• Other: 2%
Source: Kitchen & Bath Business

Cruickshank Remodeling News
New Dust Protection Video Available

Good design and quality construction are 
earmarks of all Cruickshank Remodeling 
projects. Here is a link to our first educational 
video on dust protection while remodeling.  
https://bit.ly/2NVfbbd

The video covers vehicle traffic, dumpster 
delivery and pickup, construction area 
separation, dust and allergens and physical 
security. Please sign up on our YouTube channel to receive notices about future videos.  
https://bit.ly/2M5h2tg

Castellaw Earns Professional Certification 
Chas Castellaw IV recently passed the State of Georgia “General 
Contractor” licensing exam. This is the highest-level builder license 
awarded by the State. Chas graduated in 2011 from the Terry College 
of Business at The University of Georgia. An employee of Reliant 
Commercial Construction (the sister company of Cruickshank 
Remodeling) since 2005, he served as an administrative assistant and an 
account manager before being promoted to senior account manager this 
year. Chas also happens to be Office Manager Denise Bailey’s nephew.

Cruickshank Inc. Named  
to Remodeling 550 List 

Cruickshank Inc. has been named to "Remodeling" 
magazine's 2018 Remodeling 550 list. An annual feature 
since 2009, the Remodeling 550 list contains the names 
of the industry's top full-service remodelers, replacement 
contractors, insurance restoration firms and franchise operations. The company ranked #110 on 
the list. 
Cruickshank Inc., headquartered in Atlanta, provides specialized expertise in remodeling and 
repairs for existing homes and commercial businesses through its two divisions, Cruickshank 
Remodeling and Reliant Commercial Construction.
Inclusion on the list is based on online surveys submitted by the companies detailing 2017 
revenue. Additional documentation came via e-mail, phone calls and public sources.

Employees Celebrate 
Anniversaries
Cruickshank Inc., a Georgia Corporation since 1980, 
conducts business through its divisions Cruickshank 
Remodeling and Reliant Commercial Construction. 
Celebrating work anniversaries April through July are: 
Denise Bailey (20 years); Emily Bailey (4 years); Mark Diaz 
(4 years); John Sears (2 years); and Trevor Castellaw (1 year).

Denise Bailey



Founded in 1980

Brad Cruickshank, Founder

Brad’s Letter ~ PreParing For growth

Up until recently, I have been the only Georgia State builder license holder at Cruickshank. I 
grandfathered in when Georgia adopted mandatory licensing in 2004. Companies are better when 
they have depth and redundancy of essential systems. I am happy to share that several Cruickshank 
employees here have joined me as license holders. Both Tim Joyce (Remodeling) and Bryan Hellums 
(Reliant) passed the “Residential/Light Commercial” exam and have the same, middle level, State 
of Georgia builder license that I hold. Chas Castellaw (Reliant), however, passed the General 
Contractor exam and now holds the highest level of builder license the State grants. (Watch for 
Cruickshank Inc. to build the next Georgia Dome!)

As an aside, on several occasions I have been told that I look like Ernest Hemingway. I recently 
returned from a week in Key West during which I camped on Garden Key in the Dry Tortugas, 

fished the flats around Key West and competed in the Ernest Hemingway look-alike competition at Sloppy Joe’s Bar. Although 
several people around Key West asked to have their picture taken with me, I didn’t make it out of the first round. Most of 
the contestants were multi-year entrants; and persistence counts with the judges who are all past winners. This year’s winner, 
however, is a quasi-celebrity-Paula Deen’s husband Michael Groover.  

Many homeowners are so anxious to begin their remodeling projects that they put off the 
work of finalizing material and fixture selections. And that new appliance or fixture they 
fall in love with might have more requirements than planned for, or it may not be in stock 
when ultimately selected and required. Both situations jeopardize timely completion.

When homeowners learn about all the various options available for appliances and fixtures, 
many (especially the high-end clients) learn about and fall in love with "the good stuff." 
And the high-end can get expensive, both in terms of its purchase price, but also in the 
consequential construction requirements. For example, an Aga cooker can require additional floor support, and wall hung 
toilets require special wall framing and rough-in.

Finally, unfortunately contractors who operate in the bid marketplace (as opposed to negotiating contracts) may not always 
have or take the time to do a thorough job investigating a home prior to bidding. This is where "unforeseen" or hidden 
conditions change orders crop up. If the contractor takes enough time to investigate properly, these rarely should come up.

Similarly, some remodeling construction documents may not be very good if the designer is not an expert with remodels, or if 
the homeowner has been too tight with the design budget and limited the designer from producing all the documents required.

Remodeling projects are often complicated and difficult. But if all the planning and designing are completed prior to 
commencing, there should not be cost over-runs unless changes are made during construction.

Keep Your Remodeling Project On Track 

Tel: 404.235.0988    Brad@cruickshankremodeling.com    www.cruickshankremodeling.com
Georgia State License Residential Light Commercial No. rlco000749


